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Public Opinion and the Arbitration 
Treaties. 

As we go to press with the January issue of the 
Advocate of Peace there is scarcely a doubt that 
the pending arbitration treaties will be ratified by 
the Senate without serious change. The uprising of 
public sentiment throughout the country in their 
favor has been most extraordinary. Day after day, 
since Congress reassembled in December, petitions, 
memorials, and letters urging ratification have 
poured in upon the Senate in such numbers as that 
body has rarely seen in connection with any public 
measure. The Congressional Record bears witness 
on this point. Some days twenty, thirty, and even 
forty petitions have been presented by Senators, and 
every day brings its quota. Many of these come from 
churches, clubs, chambers of commerce, large asso- 
ciations, public meetings, etc., and thus the voice of 



tens and even hundreds of thousands of citizens is 
represented in them. The public press bears equally 
striking witness. It is rare that any paper opposes 
the treaties or even suggests any serious amendments. 
Seven-tenths, we are sure, of the daily and weekly 
journals are strong in their support of the treaties. 
Such a consensus of the newspapers in favor of any 
project is as encouraging as it is rare. The churches 
also, representing in the aggregate more than 50 mil- 
lions of the people, have been and are, with increas- 
ing earnestness, uttering their plea for ratification. 

The public mass meetings organized by the Citi- 
zens' National Committee in many cities, or sponta- 
neously by the citizens, have been no less impressive 
and significant. The greatest halls obtainable have 
been crowded to their full capacity, and in a number 
of instances large numbers have been unable to ob- 
tain entrance. The meeting held in the Hall of the 
Americas, Washington, D. C., December 8, at which 
the President was the chief speaker, gathered to- 
gether such an audience as even the National Capital 
does not often witness. (The full stenographic re- 
port of the speeches made at this meeting will be 
found elsewhere in this issue.) The great meeting 
in Carnegie Hall, New York, which packed that vast 
auditorium with nearly five thousand people; the 
Academy of Music meeting in Philadelphia, reported 
to have been "magnificent ;" the meeting at Atlanta, 
with an audience of nearly five thousand, and the 
meetings already held in twenty or more other im- 
portant cities, with their throngs of eager listeners, 
have all borne testimony to the intense interest of the 
people in the fate of the treaties. 

The testimony of these immense gatherings, which 
is being enforced by smaller ones in many small 
cities and towns, is not weakened in the least by the 
breaking up of the Carnegie Hall meeting in New 
York by a band of about fifty anti-treaties rioters. 
Shameful as this riot was, showing the desperate 
straits into which the opponents of the treaties have 
been brought, it did not prevent the great audience 
from expressing itself with overwhelming emphasis 
in favor of the treaties. There has been nothing like 
this riot anywhere else, and its occurrence has only 
served to bring out the friends of the treaties through- 
out the nation in fuller numbers and more perfect 
unanimity. It has also served to reveal the fact that 
the Germans reported to be opposed to the treaties 
are few in number and far between, the only German 
who exhibited himself in the New York riot being 
the man who presented the opposing resolution. Our 
German friends have discovered — most of them al- 
ways knew it — that the pretense that these treaties 
are a scheme to bring the United States and Great 



